
Farm supplier: James Wegner, co-owner of Wegner Langes Corners business. Wegner’s customers 
Implement, climbs the steps to a combine at the come from five area counties. 
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Langes Corners quietly thrives 


Bypassed by 1-43, it remains busy 


By Lisa Sumter 

Press-Gazette 

LANGES CORNERS — Things 
, change through the years in this little 
corner of the world, hut tradition holds 
its own. 

The farm community spreads out less 
than a mile from the crossroads of 
Langes Corners Road and Steve’s Cheese 
Road. 

A population of only about 100 boasts 
at least seven private businesses, includ¬ 
ing a cheese plant, an auto repair shop, 
television repair shop, grocery’ store, tav¬ 
ern and implement business. 

One of Brown County’s outlying high¬ 
way shops is also here. 

"We’ve got almost as much business as 
Denmark,” says Joyce Gehrke, 5295 
Steve’s Cheese Road. Denmark is three 
miles south of Langes Corners. 

Gehrke has lived most of her life in 
Langes Corners. The acre of land where 
she resides is the only parcel of her fam¬ 
ily’s farm still owned by a family member. 

"The relatives always say, 'Don’t ever 
move off here; don’t sell that place, ”* she 
says. 

Gehrke says Langes Corners does not 
conform to the everybody-knows-every- 
body stereotype. "We re not a real close- 
knit community. I think people keep 
more to themselves.’’ 

Some families, many with small farms, 
have lived in Langes Comers for years. 
Still, new families trickle in steadily. 

U.S. Highway 141 once ran through 
Langes Comers, bringing hordes of trav¬ 


elers through the community. Traffic di¬ 
minished significantly in the last decade 
with construction of Interstate Highway 
43 a half-mile west of old 141, now County 
Highway R. 

The highway bypasses Langes Cor¬ 
ners, but the community is accessible 
from 1-43 via exits at Denmark and Green 
Bay, about 10 miles north. 

Steve's Cheese, 5312 Steve’s Cheese 
Road, always drew a healthy amount of 
transient business to the small store at 
its factory, office Manager Kate Seidl 
says. Now customers come more by word 
of mouth. 

"There are less people going through 
town,’’ she says. "When you’re going 
down the highway at 55 mph you don’t 
turn off unless you know the place is 
there.” 

The cheese plant, founded by Steve 
Siudzinski in 1916, i9 an integral part of 
the community. At its peak, it employed 
about 30 people, Seidl said. 

The business was bought by a large 
corporation in 1976 and cheese produc¬ 
tion was stopped in January . Now, pack¬ 
aging and distribution are done here. 

Robert Bielinski, 68, has worked at 
Steve's Cheese since 1939. He reminisces 
about the old days of cheesemaking and 
says that the tradition of Steve’s Cheese 
has not died. 

"The name is still there (on the 
cheese),” he said. * I’d hate to see the 
name taken off the market.” 

Please see Corners/B-2 
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Langes Comers fHe 

□ Population: 100 

□ Public relations? T-shirts and ad¬ 
vertisements for Iggy *N Izzy’s Pub 
N’ Grub proclaim lousy food, poor 
service and crabby bartenders 
await customers. Owner Keith Libal, 
quick with a wisecrack, says, “If you 
advertise your worst qualities, then 
nobody can complain about it when 
they come in.” 

□ Golden Giant. That was the 
name of the 34,591-pound block of 
cheese that left Langes Corners lor 
the New York World s Fair in 1964. 

The world s largest cheese at that 
time, it was made at Steve s Cheese 
for the fair’s Wisconsin exhibit 

□ What’s in a name: Langes Cor¬ 
ners’ name came from a man 
named Lange who owned a tavern 
there, says Joyce Gehrke, town of 
New Denmark treasurer. 


Say cheese: Robert Chris¬ 
tensen of Denmark takes a 
seat on a milk can at Steve s 


Cheese in Langes Corners. Around the Corners: Joyce Gehrke, town of 
He made cheese for about New Denmark treasurer, discusses Langes 
50 years before retiring. Corners in the kitchen of her home. 







□ Corners 

An overcast sky brings a steady 
flow of men in caps and blue jeans 
into Wegner Implement, Route 3, 
Denmark. 

Co-owner James Wegner remem¬ 
bers when the 27-year-old business 
served only local farmers within a 
10-mile radius. Now it draws cus¬ 
tomers from a five-county area. 

At Iggy ’N’ Izzy’s Pub 'N’ Grub, 
5303 Steve's Cheese Road, three 
men cap off a morning of golf with 
a friendly game of Wa Hoo — a 
variation of Crazy 8s. 

Mel Christensen, 5112 Langes 
Comers Road, was bom and raised 
his family here. 

"It’s nice and quiet,” he said. 
"The kids go fishing and lots of 
them have their dirt bikes.” 

Keith Libal is Tggy,” the owner 
and operator of the bar. He lays 
down a card and ponders his next 
move before talking about life in 
Langes Comers. 


There’s enough of a community 
here that you don’t feel isolated, 
but it’s still out in the country,” he 
said. 

■ Next week: Namur in Door 
County 


